
 
 
 
Like gender and sexuality, adolescence is a sociocultural formation that has the potential to resist our 
definitions of normality. In this seminar, we’ll discuss the various ways young adult literature in the 
late twentieth- and early twenty-first century U.S. participates in constructing and queering categories 
like “feminine” and “masculine,” “female” and “male.” We’ll also examine the literary constructions 
of sex and sexuality, reading texts that depict LGBTQ identities, bodies, and desire between 
teenagers. By looking closely at these books, exploring their social contexts, and reading scholarship 
that uses feminist and queer theory, students in this course will discover that literary representations 
of gender, sexuality, and adolescence both reflect and shape sociocultural perceptions and 
performances of these categories. 
 
Some questions we’ll consider include the following: How do we define the controversial term 
“queer,” and why does this course use “queer” rather than the acronym LGBT? How are gender and 
sexuality separate categories? Despite their separateness, in what ways do these categories inform 
one another? What do depictions of queer teens in YA literature tell us about adult anxieties? Why 
might it be important to consider the ways race and class affect narratives that foreground 
queerness? 
 
Assigned texts may include: 
 
John Donovan, I’ll Get There. It Better Be Worth the Trip. (1969) 
Anna-Marie McLemore, When the Moon Was Ours (2016) 
Adam Silvera, More Happy Than Not (2015) 
April Sinclair, Coffee Will Make You Black (1995) 
Andrew Smith, Grasshopper Jungle (2014) 
Mariko Tamaki and Jillian Tamaki, Skim (2008) 
 
 
Please note: The texts we’ll read in this course include frank depictions of sex and sexuality, 
focusing on characters who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, pansexual, transgender, queer, and/or 
questioning. Students should be prepared to participate in academic discussions that explore these 
characters and their contexts in thoughtful, open, and constructive ways. If you have any questions 
about the seminar prior to or after enrollment, I welcome emails at slaterk@rowan.edu.  


